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natural areas: the 
Chicago School’s idea 
that all cities contain 
identifiable clusters, such 
as a Chinatown or Little 
Italy, and neighborhoods 
that have low or high  
crime rates.

Kudzu covers other 
plants and hogs their 
sunlight. The Ecological/
Chicago School of 
criminology applied this 
type of natural process 
to show how a criminal 
element invades and 
comes to dominate 
certain areas.


